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Article 1  Name 

 
1.1 The name of this organization will be the English Forensic League of 

High Schools of Puerto Rico 
 

Article 2 Purpose 
 

2.1 It shall be the purpose of the League, through participation in the 
interscholastic contest in public speaking and in the dramatic arts, 

to prepare high school students in the mechanics of the English 
language, as well as promoting a wholesome spirit of competition.  

 
Article 3 Emblem 

 
3.1 The emblem of the English Forensic League of Puerto Rico will 

consist of one circle. 

 
3.2 The name and year of foundation of the organization will be on the 

outer part of the circle. 
 

 
3.3 Puerto Rico’s flag will be inside the circle. 

 
3.4 Two opposing theater masks will be on the flag. 

 
Article 4 Membership 

 
4.1 Eligibility - Any high school in Puerto Rico shall be eligible for 

membership in the League. 
4.1.1 A team composed of a maximum of twelve (12) students, 

three (3) students per division, will represent each school.  

4.1.2 Schools do not need a minimum number of contestants to 
compete in that contest. 

4.1.3 Students may double at any given different category.  A 
maximum of two double entries will be allowed per school. 

4.1.4 The deadline to submit all double entries to the Executive 
Council will be two weeks before the Annual Competition and will 

be done so by completing the double entry form. 
 

4.2 Registration 
4.2.1 An annual membership fee of $300 must be paid by 

October 15th.  A grace period until November 15th carries a 
penalty of $25.  Failure to comply will automatically exclude the 

school from competition for the year. 
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4.3   Changes in Membership Fee 
4.3.1 Any changes to the membership fee may be done in the 

First Yearly meeting if approved by a majority vote of 
moderators present.  

 
4.4   School Divisions 

4.4.1 The grouping of participating schools shall be divided into 
three (3) Divisions: A, B, and C. 

4.4.2 Classification of schools will be determined by the 
Executive Council. 

4.4.3 The school’s accomplishments in the previous contest will 
determine the school’s division placement. 

4.4.4 The classification or reclassification of schools will be done 
in the following manner:  

a) Using the total number of accumulated school points, the 

Executive Council will reclassify the school divisions by 
placing the two (2) schools having the highest total of 

school points into the higher division and the two schools 
having the lowest total of school points into the lower 

division.  
4.4.5 When the above method in not feasible, the Executive 

Council will be responsible for classification of the participating 
schools within the framework of the above concept.  

4.4.6 Any school that has been out of the League for a year or 
more, for any reason, will re-enter in Division C. 

4.4.7 All new members of the league will automatically be 
assigned to Division C. 

 
4.5 Host Schools  

4.5.1 The host school for each division will be selected at the 

first yearly meeting. There will be two steps to follow:  
a) The floor will be open for volunteers 

b) If there are no volunteers the Executive Council will 
apply the rotating school schedule. 

4.5.2 If a school declines the petition and the Executive 
Council determines the reason to be unjustified, a penalty of 

twenty-five (25) points will be deducted from the school’s final 
score.   

4.5.3 Host school competition budget funds to be $800 from 
with a minimum of 6 schools participating in the host school 

and $750 with 5 or less schools participating in the host school. 
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Article 5 Organization 
 

5.1 On the second Saturday of September a meeting will be held to 
determine the organization of the League for the school year.  

 
5.2 The mechanics of the League throughout the school year will be 

supervised by an Executive Council.  The officers of said Council will be: 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Public Relations 

Officer.  The officers must represent a member school of the League.   
 

5.3 Elections shall be held at the post-competition meeting.  The 
Executive Council will be chosen by a majority vote.  Each member 

school has one vote.   
 

5.3.1 Each term of office shall last two consecutive school years.   

 
5.3.2 If for any reason a position in the Executive Council 

becomes vacant during the school year, the Executive Council 
may open the floor for volunteers and then proceed to elect the 

new member.   
 

 
Article 6 Duties of Executive Council 

 
6.1 President 

6.1.1 The President shall be responsible for the enforcement of 
all provisions of the Constitution and regulations under its 

authority. 
6.1.2 The President shall preside at all League meetings. 

6.1.3 The President is in charge of, together with the treasurer, 

approving all expenses connected with the League. 
 

6.2 Vice-President  
6.2.1 The Vice-President collects all contest registration forms 

and verifies the bibliography of the pieces and the necessary 
information for  participation. 

6.2.2 The Vice-President assumes responsibilities of the 
president in his/her absence.  

6.2.3 The Vice-President shall share the titles and sources of 
the monologues entries per division of each school with all the 

competing schools within the school division.  
6.3 Treasurer 

6.3.1 The Treasurer shall manage all finances of the League. 
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6.3.2 The Treasurer shall revise and pay all bills charged to the 

League after approved by the President. 
6.3.3 The treasurer shall render an exact account of the 

League’s expenses at the first yearly meeting. 
 

6.4 Secretary 
6.4.1 The Secretary shall take charge of the necessary 

correspondence between the Executive Council and the member 
schools.  

6.4.2 The Secretary shall issue the League’s Newsletter and 
retain duplicates. 

6.4.3 The Secretary shall be responsible for the League’s files.   
 

6.5 Public Relations Officer 
6.5.1 The Public Relations Officer is in charge of all publicity 

concerning the League.  

6.5.2 All members of the board must be official moderators who 
have been certified by the school. 

 
6.6 The Executive Council member running the competition in each 

division shall visit the host school the day prior to the competition to 
ascertain that the classrooms are competition-ready and have no 

obstruction that will impede the competitors’ performances. The 
Executive Council will have the authority to re-arrange the dates in the 

school year calendar and/or the ones established by the constitution in 
the situation that the original dates cannot be met due to extraordinary 

circumstances caused by weather phenomena.  
     6.6.1 If the Executive Council Member running the competition 

     is the moderator of the host school, another member of the      
     board will visit the host school the day prior to the competition.  

 

 
 

Article 7 Speech Categories  
 

7.1 The speech contest will consist of four (4) categories of memorized 
speech selections: Oratorical Declamation, Dramatic Interpretation, 

Humorous Interpretation and Original. 
 

7.2 The only prop that may be used in the dramatic, humorous, and 
original category is a chair.  No other props are permitted.  

7.2.1 A prop is defined as any object, movable or portable, 
distinct from the performer that establishes the setting, specific 

period, or character.  
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7.3 All speeches, except in the Original Category, must be taken from 
published literature (screen plays and internet published pieces are 

permitted), audio or video tapes with copyright.  A schedule for 
submitting, checking, and resubmitting a registration form that will 

include title and sources of all speeches and optional alternate speeches 
will be set by the Executive Council.  All deadlines during this process 

must be strictly observed.  A school that does not comply with these 
deadlines takes the risk of not being able to present one or more of its 

selected speeches in the Yearly Competition. 
 

7.4 The timing for all categories is from four (4) to nine (9) minutes 
with one-minute grace period either way.  Time violation in both 

preliminary rounds in the competition will require a penalty of five (5) 
points per violator to be deducted from the school’s total points. 

 

7.5 A contestant is free to use the same speech in every contest unless 
he/she has won a first place trophy with said speech the prior year. 

   
7.6 Any changes of piece after the registration form due date has to be 

from the list of monologues handed in by moderators or the pre-
approved by the league on file. 

 
7.7 Originals must be submitted on the pre-competition meeting to 

have during the competition should any plagiarism allegations occur.  
  

Article 8 Description of Categories  
 

8.1 Oratorical Declamation  
8.1.1 The selections used in this category must have been 

previously delivered by a non-fictitious speaker to a live 

audience. Speeches cannot be taken from a fictitious 
screenplay.  

8.1.2 The speaker is to deliver the words persuasively and with 
appropriate feelings, gestures, and facial expressions while 

remaining upright on two feet. 
8.1.3 The speaker may not impersonate the original speaker or 

react to another speaker. 
8.1.4 The speaker should deliver the speech as if it were 

his/hers without characterization.   
8.1.5 The speaker should not cry or scream.  

8.1.6 Poetry may be used as long as it adheres to the Category 
rules of Oratory, it has copyright, and the source is delivered 

by the author of the poem.  
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8.2 Dramatic Interpretation 
8.2.1 The selections used in this category must be monologues 

or fragments of dramas, essays or novels of a serious dramatic 
nature.   

8.2.2 Necessary explanation such as setting for the scene may 
be given, and its inclusion is contained in the timing.  

8.3 Humorous Interpretation 
8.3.1 The selections used in this category must be monologues 

or fragments of dramas, essays or novels of a humorous 
nature. 

8.3.2 The selections consist primarily in the recognition and 
expression of peculiarities, oddities and absurdities in a 

situation, action or character.   
 

 

 
8.4 Original 

8.4.1 The original selection must have been written by the 
student delivering it.   

8.4.2 The speech must be of original nature; it may not be 
used as a mere research paper.   

8.4.3 The speech should be appropriate to the 
character/characters in the piece.   

8.4.4 The subject matter of the selection is the individual’s 
choice.  

8.4.5 Any original may be presented again by the writer in the 
original category only.  If the speech wins first place it must 

stay out of the competition for one year, unless it has been 
published in which case the speech will now belong to a 

different category. 

8.4.6 Any suspicion of plagiarism will be dealt with as follows:  
a) The officer in charge and the student will discuss 

the issue privately 
b) If the student admits to plagiarism he/she will be 

pulled out of the competition and all points 
accumulated by the student for his/her school will 

be deducted.   
c) If the student does not admit to the plagiarism, the 

officer in charge will then meet with the other 
moderators to discuss the issue.  If plagiarism is 

proven without a doubt, the above-mentioned 
procedure in article 8.4.6b will apply. 
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d) If plagiarism cannot be proven without a doubt, the 

competition will continue and awards will be given 
pending investigation. 

e) If after investigation the student is found guilty the 
student’s point will be withheld as well as any 

medals or trophies won if any, and he/she will be 
banned from the competition for a year.   

 
Article 9 Competitions 

 
9.1 The League Competitions will be held once a year, during the 

second semester, at a date chosen at the Post Competition meeting.   
 

9.2 It shall be the task of the Executive Council in conjunction with the 
host schools to organize the interscholastic contest. 

 

 
 

 
Article 10 Contestants  

 
10.1 The maximum number of contestants per school is three (3) per 

category.   
 

10.2 Participants must be 9th to 12th grade students from participating 
member schools.  

 
10.3 Participants should not identify themselves (either verbally or 

through their clothing) by name or school to the judges.   
 

10.4 A student who performs a piece not approved by the board during 

the piece registration process, or an incorrect type of selection in a 
given category shall forfeit his points and ranking, and may not 

participate in finals.   
 

10.5 Judges should allow a student who cannot go on with his/her 
speech to sit down, wait until the others have finished, and then begin 

without any penalty.  In case of a double-entry, the student will be 
given this opportunity right after he/she has asked for a chance to begin 

again.  Only one such opportunity is permitted.  
   

Article 11  Dress Code 
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11.1 The official English Forensic t-shirt must be worn by all 

participants during the competition.  Any changes in the color and/or 
design of the official t-shirt will be discussed during the first semester of 

every school year. 
 

11.2 Black, long pants including: leggings, yoga pants, black jeans, and 
sweatpants should be worn during the competition. 

 
11.3 Closed shoes must be worn during the competition. Boots, ballet 

slippers, or high heels are not allowed. 
 

11.4 Dressing may be considered a prop, so discretion and prudence 
should guide dress selection.  

 
11.5 Competitors should not wear watches, jewelry, make-up and nail 

polish (of any color), or any other accessory during the presentation of 

their pieces. 
 

11.6 Any protest regarding appearance must be logged during the 
break after the first round to any of the ushers or moderator running 

the competition.   
11.7 Inadequate dressing will result in a five (5) points penalty.  The 

moderators present will decide a judgment on the protest.  
 

Article 12 Rounds 
 

12.1 The interscholastic contest shall be composed of two (2) 
preliminary rounds and one (1) final round for each category. 

 
12.2 There will be a break after each round. 

 

12.3 All irregularities and protests must be logged by the ushers in the 
classroom at the end of the round. The log with the list of irregularities 

will be delivered to the moderator’s room by the ushers.  
 

12.4 No prompting, extemporaneous speaking, or impromptu speaking 
is permitted at any time.  

 
12.5 Any irregularity of this nature is to be reported in writing by a 

judge, usher, or competitor to the officer in charge at the competitions.  
The moderators and Officer in charge will discuss and vote on the issue 

and impose a penalty accordingly at the moment.  
 

Article 13  Selections of Finalists  
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13.1 Each contestant shall have his/her preliminary ranks summed 
after the second round.  The points assigned to each rank will be the 

following: 
a) First place is equal to the number of schools in the 

competition in that particular division.  
b) The sum of the ranks will determine the finalist in each 

category.  Beginning with those students with the lowest 
sums in ranks, the officer in charge will select the 

finalists in ascending number or ranks.  
 

13.2 Ten (10) participants per category shall reach the final round. 
However, this number can be waived should circumstances warrant it.  

 
Article 14 Awards 

 

14.1 Individual Awards 
14.1.1 Awards will be given to all finalists from each division. 

14.1.2 The student with the lowest sum of ranking achieved in 
the final round for each category will receive the first place 

trophy; the second lowest will receive the second place trophy, 
etc. 

14.1.3 Medals or smaller trophies will be given to fourth place 
and lower rankings in the finals of each speech category.  

14.1.4 Certificates of honorable mention will be awarded to 
all contestants achieving a first place in any of the 

preliminary rounds but did not reach the final round.  
14.1.5 Medals or smaller trophies should be given to senior 

students who have participated for 3 or 4 years in the 
competition.  

 

14.2 Breaking Ties  
14.2.1 When two students tie for a given trophy after the 

final round in ranks and ballot points, the student who 
entered the finals with the lower sum of ranks receives the 

trophy. 
14.2.2 If a tie should still occur, the student with the higher 

score ballot points accumulated trough the preliminary 
rounds wins the trophy. 

  14.2.3 Should a tie still occur, awards will be duplicated. 
14.2.4 If after adding the total of the rankings between the 

four judges ends in a tie, the total of points accumulated 
among the four (4) judges should proceed to break the tie.  

If, and only if, there is a tie in the amount of ballot points 
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obtained, first place rankings will be considered to break the 

tie. If at this time there is still a tie, both students will go 
into the final round.  

 
14.3 School Awards 

14.3.1 Determination of the school trophy winner will be as 
follows: 

a) A school trophy in each division, A, B, and C, shall 
be awarded to the schools achieving first, second 

and third place in the contest.  A weighed point 
system will be assigned to each contestant’s ranks 

for the rounds of competition.   
b) The total of these points will be the school’s points 

total. 
c) The school having the highest number of points in a 

given contest will be declared first place winner, 

the second highest number of points the second 
place winner, and the third highest number of 

points, the third place winner.   
14.3.2 When two schools in a given division tie for a school 

trophy, the school with the most individual trophies, 
regardless of whether they are first, second or third, will be 

awarded the trophy.  If there is still a tie, the school with 
the greatest number of first place rankings in the 

preliminary rounds will be awarded the trophy.  If the tie 
continues, the awards will be duplicated.  

 
Article 15 Judges 

 
15.1 Every school is required to provide a minimum of four (4) 

qualified, certified judges. 

 
15.2 A penalty of five (5) points will be deducted from the team total 

for each missing judge, and three (3) will be deducted for the tardiness 
of each judge. 

 
15.3  A judge must have completed at least two years of college, in 

other words, be a junior in college, by the time of certification and be 
proficient in the English language.  

 
15.4 The league will be responsible for certifying and orienting judges.  

 
15.5 It is the moderator’s responsibility to ensure that there is no 

conflict of interest in the division a judge is assigned to.  
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15.6 If a judge is protested and eliminated from the competition, a 
League official has the right to penalize the school accordingly.  

 
15.7 Any official moderator cannot serve as a judge.  

 
15.8 Judges must turn off their cell phones during a performance. 

 
15.9 Judges should be re-certified after every three years and judges 

that have served more than 6 years in a row without any complaints 
should get a certificate should as long as they keep judging each year. 

(They get a refresher course of any new rule or rules in the pre-
competition judge meeting on the day of the competition). 

 
Article 16 Competition Logistics 

 

16.1   The competition will have two preliminary rounds and one final 
round. 

 
16.2   Competitors will be judged by two judges in the preliminary 

rounds and three judges in the final round. 
 

16.3  The results of the preliminary rounds will determine the finalists 
and the results of the final round will determine the competition 

winners. 
 

16.4  Three bells will ring during rounds.  First bell indicates that the 
students and guests should make their way into the competition rooms.  

Runners will then take judges to the classrooms.  The second bell 
indicates that all classrooms are ready and the round can start.  Third 

bell indicates that all classrooms have finished and students and guests 

can leave the rooms. 
 

16.5  Competition will start with an Opening Ceremony once the Officer 
in Charge and moderators have finished all their duties.  After the 

Opening Ceremony moderators will have a few minutes with their 
competitors to give them their ballots and talk to them one last time 

before the competition starts. 
 

16.6  After the first round moderators will tally the ballots and will then 
have a chance to meet again with their teams to discuss without 

revealing results. 
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16.7  After the second round moderators will tally the results to 

determine which students will move on to the final round.  Teams will 
gather at a specified location where the Officer in Charge will announce 

the finalists.  Moderators then will have a few minutes to meet with the 
finalists to give them their final round ballots before going into the final 

round. 
 

16.8  After the final round ends moderators will tally the ballots to 
determine the winners, which will be announced in an Award Ceremony. 

 
Article 17 Round Procedures 

 
17.1 Once the Opening Ceremony finalizes moderators will give their 

team the ballots that indicate the competition classroom assignment. 
 

17.2  After the first bell all students, guests and host ushers will go to 

the competition room. 
 

17.3 Host usher will sit all competitors and guests.  They will proceed 
to read them a set of rules and instructions.  No one can be left 

standing in a classroom.   
 

17.4 Runners will then escort judges to the competition rooms. 
17.5  Host ushers will have competitors pick their turns randomly once 

everyone is present. 
 

17.6  All students in their respective turn will write on the board their 
competitor number and the name of the piece they will be presenting. 

 
17.7  Ushers will make sure that all competitors are in the correct 

classrooms.  They also will make sure that double entries perform first 

and that there are not any students from the same school in the 
classrooms. (Except for the final round) 

 
17.8 If there are two students with the same piece in a classroom, the 

usher will make sure that each student steps out of the classroom while 
the other student is delivering his/her piece. 

 
17.9  Once the classrooms are ready, a second bell will ring to indicate 

that the round will start. 
 

17.10 Once the competitors have finished, judges then proceed to 
evaluate and assign positions.  After judges finish the runners will escort 
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them to the moderators’ room to check their work.  Once the ballots are 

checked runners will take judges back to the Judges’ room. 
 

17.11 Once all competitors in each classroom have finished, they shall 
be escorted outside the classroom.  Judges will stay in the classroom to 

complete their ballots accompanied by an usher. 
 

Article 18 Competition Schedule 
 

The following schedule should be followed if the circumstances allow it: 
 

 6:30 a.m. - Host School moderators, administrators, helpers, ushers 
and Officer in charge should arrive at the Host School. 

 7:00 a.m. – Moderators, competitors and judges must arrive at the 
Host School. 

 7:15 a.m. – Judges should be welcomed and instructions should be 

given to the judges and ushers. 
 7:30 a.m. – Opening Ceremony and ballot distribution 

 8:00 a.m. – First Bell rings – Students and guests enter the 
competition rooms.  Host student reads instructions.  Runners take 

judges to the classrooms. Officer in charge checks that all 
classrooms are in order. 

 8:30 a.m. – Second Bell rings – First Round starts. 
 10:30 a.m. – Third Bell rings – First Round ends.  Moderators tally 

last ballots and meet with their teams during a 15-minute break. 
 10:45 a.m. – First Bell rings – Students and guests enter the 

competition rooms.  Host student reads instructions.  Runners take 
judges to the classrooms. Officer in charge checks that all 

classrooms are in order. 
 11:15 a.m. - Second Bell rings – Second Round starts. 

 1:15 p.m. - Third Bell rings – Second Round ends.  Moderators tally 

ballots to determine finalists.  Students go to lunch for an hour. 
 2:15 p.m. – Announcement of finalists.  Moderators give ballots to 

finalists. 
 3:00 p.m. - First Bell rings – Students and guests enter the 

competition rooms.  Host student reads instructions.  Runners take 
judges to the classrooms. Officer in charge checks that all 

classrooms are in order. 
 3:30 p.m. - Second Bell rings – Final Round starts. 

 6:00 p.m. – Third Bell rings – Final Round ends.  Moderators tally 
ballots to determine the winners. 

 6:30 p.m. - Award Ceremony 
 

Article 19 Irregularities 
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19.1 Moderators, competitors and judges must arrive by 7:00 a.m. 
Tardiness will be penalized with a three (3) point deduction to the 

school’s score. 
 

19.2  All competitors and guests have to remain respectfully quiet 
during rounds.  Ushers can remind them that they need to remain 

silent.  If a situation continues or gets out of hand, the usher needs to 
report the incident to the Officer in Charge. 

 
19.3  No one can gesticulate or prompt competitors during competition. 

 
19.4  If a student forgets his/her piece he/she can sit down and try 

again after the last student has finished, with the exception of double 
entries, which have to re-start immediately.  No other opportunities will 

be given and the judge should evaluate only the student’s last 

presentation without any penalties. 
 

19.5  The competition will not be held due to the tardiness of any 
participant or moderator. If the moderator fails to arrive before the first 

round begins and does not send a representative authorized by the 
school, his team will not be allowed to compete.  

 
 

 
Article 20 Amendments to the Constitution  

 
20.1 Amendments to the constitution shall be made every other year 

and voted on at an extraordinary meeting before the end of the first 
semester.  Attendance to this meeting will earn each school present one 

(1) bonus point towards the school’s total on competition day.   

 
20.2   All amendments proposed must be handed in to the secretary 

three weeks prior to the Constitution Amendments meeting.   
 

20.3 All approved amendments will be effective at that year’s 
competition. 

 
20.4 If a situation not contemplated in the constitution arises at any 

competition, the official moderators of that competition will vote on the 
specific issue and inform it to the president.  

 
20.5 Any school that has not paid the registration fee will not be able to 

vote at any amendment meeting. 
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20.6 Amendments will be approved by majority vote.  Each member 
school has one vote by its moderator and ½ vote by its student 

representative.  
 

20.7 Any voting done in an official league activity will be silent.  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

ANNEXES
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Meeting Bonus Points Awarded  

 
1st yearly Meeting        2 points 

Pre Competition Meeting       2 points 

Post Competition Meeting      2 points 

Extraordinary Meeting        1 point 

 

 
Clarification of Concepts 

 
Whenever the word “year” appears in this constitution, it refers to an 

Academic Year (August – May) 
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OFFICIAL CERTIFICATION 
OF THE DIRECTOR OR 
PRINCIPAL  

 
 
I, _______________________, the director or Principal of the school, 

________________________________________, certify that I have 

read the Constitution of the English Forensic League of Puerto Rico.  

I acknowledge  _______________________________ as the official 

moderator and________________________________ as the official 

co-moderator of the school’s team, whose duty is to represent our 

school in the English Forensic League. We accept the decisions of our 

moderator and co-moderator in any voting that involves or may affect 

the workings of the League.  

 

 

 

______________________        ______________________ 

 

Date                                                  Signature 

              

 
School’s Official Seal 
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Double Entry 

Registration Form 
 

 

School’s name  

Division  

 
 

Student’s Name Category Piece Title  

1.    

2.    

 

 
 

 

Student’s Name Category Piece Title  

1.    

2.    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

_________________________ 
Moderator’s Name 

 
_________________________ 

Signature 
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Senior students who have participated in the English 
Forensic League Competition for 3 or 4 years 

 

School’s name  

Division  

 
 

Student’s Name Category Piece Title  

   

   

   

   

 

Student’s Name Category Piece Title  

   

   

   

   

 

Student’s Name Category Piece Title  

   

   

   

   

 

_________________________ 
Moderator’s Name 

 
_________________________ 

Signature 


